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In recent years, artificial intelligence (AI) has become a hot topic across many sectors. As teachers, we
are compelled to identify the affordances of  AI, good or bad, and weigh our options on how to properly
integrate it into the classroom. While AI has proven to be fast and “intelligent” in many ways, such as
writing summaries, problem-solving, and generating images, in this article, we seek to dive deeper into
some current limitations of  AI in terms of  representing cultural ideas, and how we may leverage such
shortcomings  as  learning  points  for  the  students.  Specifically,  we  designed  an  activity  for  an
intermediate English reading class in any English as a foreign language (EFL) setting. The ages of  the
learners are between 14 and 20. The overarching goal is to have students critically think about how
their cultures may be misrepresented in AI and the general media, and how they can compare and
contrast the output produced by AI against their knowledge of  different cultures. The objectives of  this
activity, as represented through Bloom’s Taxonomy, are (1)  Understand: explain how cultural biases can
influence  AI  algorithms;  (2)  Apply: interpret  the  impact  of  AI-generated  narratives  on  cultural
perceptions (3) Analyze: analyze the implications of  cultural misrepresentation in AI-generated content
and break down AI-generated narratives to identify cultural stereotypes and biases; (4)  Evaluate: apply
critical thinking skills to evaluate the accuracy of  AI-generated cultural narratives and utilize previous
knowledge  to  critique  AI-generated  representations  of  students’  culture;  evaluate  the  ethical
considerations around AI’s generation of  diverse cultures and judge the effectiveness of  AI in accurately
representing cultural diversity; and (5) Create: create different narratives that accurately represent their
culture. 

Classroom Activity
For this activity, either the teacher or the students will pull up an AI system such as ChatGPT,

Gemini, or Claude. The teacher will provide this prompt, and the students will choose to fill in the
blanks based on a holiday from their culture: 

“Create  a  cultural  reading  passage  for  English  language  learners  who  are  at  the  
intermediate level on the (holiday choice) in (country), how and when people celebrate, 
its significance, food and traditions that go with it, and who celebrates it.” 
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Once the AI generates the passage, the students will read through the passage and critically
evaluate the factual information presented in the output by cross-referencing their personal experiences.
Students will focus on finding flaws in what the AI presents about the holiday, such as whether there is
evidence of  misinformation, bias, or hallucinations. 

Figure 1
An Example of  AI-Generated Output About New Year Holiday (OpenAI, 2024)

Students  can discuss  with each other  what  they found and make comparisons  to  how they
celebrate the holiday.  The teachers can turn this  into a  writing assignment by having the students
rewrite the passage to match how they celebrate the holiday and address any stereotypes that the AI has
added that may be incorrect. It could also be turned into a presentation so the students can share their
findings with the class. This activity will allow students to share more about their culture and learn from
other students about different holidays around the world. 

When the  AI  receives  the  prompt  from above,  the  AI  gives  an  informational  passage.  For
younger  students,  the  prompt could  be  adjusted to make the  passage  a  different  genre  or  style  of
writing. Teachers can change the prompt to read, “Change the type of  reading passage to a fiction story
about a (holiday) celebration in (country.)” By making the passage a fictional story, the AI can add
characters  and  elements  that  will  engage  the  students  and  capture  their  attention  more  than  an
informational passage. You could also introduce other styles of  writing like poetry or make the story a
different genre such as mystery or fantasy. There is an abundance of  elements that you can change in
this activity to meet the needs of  your students’ level or interests. The main goal is to have students
notice the inaccuracy, potential biases, or hallucinations that AI can produce and tweak the passage to
become  more  accurate  based  on  what  learners  know  about  their  culture  and  the  holidays  they
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celebrate. We want students to be able to use their critical thinking skills to notice these inaccuracies so
they can be aware that AI technology can provide wrong or biased answers. This will teach students to
fact-check items provided by AI and do their research before trusting answers. This will also point out
to students that although there are things that pertain to certain holidays, people can have their own
individual ways of  celebrating or traditions that can differ from how a majority of  a culture celebrates.  

Strengths and Weaknesses of  Using AI as a Source of  Cultural Knowledge
Within the activity, one of  the advantages of  AI is that it can produce general texts, which can serve as
a valuable resource for students to see commonly held perceptions about holidays or cultural events
within their own cultures. AI can also change the text produced based on the type of  reading you are
looking for as a teacher. This provides a wide range of  opportunities for different types of  reading for
students to interact with such as narrative, persuasive, descriptive, and expository reading. AI is flexible
when adjusting to the learners’ level  and age,  and it  will  define new vocabulary within the text or
simplify the vocabulary based on the input. The flexibility of  some AI can enhance the accessibility of
content and facilitate a personalized lesson for different classes.

Though there are advantages to using AI when it comes to foreign language instructions, there
are  also some disadvantages  and challenges  which this  activity  aims to highlight  for  students.  One
challenge for teachers is that AI can be too wordy and the vocabulary can still be out of  the learners’
level of  comprehension even when the input asks it for lower level vocabulary. It may also produce some
English phrases that are unknown to learners as they may need to be put into context, which can cause
learners to have comprehension issues. 

Figure 2
An Example of  AI-Generated Output with Bolded Low-Frequency Words and Phrases (OpenAI, 2024)

103



TESOL Working Paper Series

Additionally, the AI may also be resistant to change when asked to simplify vocabulary but keep the
length of  the original text output. Even though AI may generate some insight into cultural concepts,
there are risks as some of  these ideas can be overgeneralized and give readers the wrong idea about a
culture.  

Figure 3
An Example of  AI-Generated Output with Overgeneralization And Inaccurate Representations of  a Holiday 
(OpenAI, 2024)

In summary, while AI presents promising opportunities for enhancing educational activities, its
integration into foreign language teaching and learning environments requires careful consideration as
it does have limitations and ethical implications. The activity presented above has demonstrated that AI
may not always provide factual or culturally accurate information and therefore may not be reliable. By
engaging with AI-generated texts, students will use critical thinking skills that are essential for navigating
online resources responsibly and gain a greater understanding of  the importance of  seeking diverse
perspectives in any language learning journey as with learning a language comes learning about the
culture and gaining an appreciation for those cultures. 
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